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THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA. 



In response to an invitation extended by the Modern Lan- 
guage Club of Yale University, the Modern Language 
Association op America held its thirteenth annual meeting 
in Osborn Hall of Yale University, New Haven, Conn., 
December 26, 27, 28, 1895. 



FIRST SESSION, DECEMBER 26. 

The first regular session of the meeting was called to order 
at 11 o'clock a. m., by the President of the Association, Pro- 
fessor James Morgan Hart. 

The Secretary, James W. Bright, submitted as his report 
the published Proceedings of the last annual meeting of the 
Association. This report was adopted. 

The Treasurer of the Association, M. D. Learned, presented 
the following report : 
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MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 



For partial cost of publication of articles and 
for reprints of the same 

E. S. Lewis, 

F. Tupper, Jr., 
M. A. Scott, 
J. H. Gorrell, 
H. E. Coblentz, 
Kuno Francke, 

Balance from the Account of Advertisements, 



91 30 
130 00 

59 00 
135 00 

77 00 

2 00 

72 00 



$1,607 62 



Total receipts for the year, $2,044 91 



Expenditures. 



Publication of Vol. X, 1, and Reprints, 
Publication of " X, 2, " 
Publication of " X, 3, " 
Publication of " X, 4, " 
Expenditures of the Secretary, 
" " " Treasurer, 

Programmes, 1894, $25.00; 1895, $34.30, 
Stenographer, 
R. R. Agent, 

Total expenditures for the year. 

Balance on hand December 26, 1895, 



$245 26 

380 54 

393 11 

264 61 

59 92 

33 75 

59 30 

32 50 

11 00 



$1,479 99 
564 92 

$2,044 91 



Balance on hand December 26, 1895, 



$564 92 



The President appointed the following Committees : 

(1) To audit the Treasurer's accounts : Professors O. F. 

Emerson and M. M. Ramsay. 

(2) To nominate officers : Professors Albert S. Cook, P. B. 

Marcou, J. M. Manly, J. B. Henneman and George 
Hempl. 

(3) To recommend place for the next Annual Meeting : 

Professors A. M. Elliott, E. S. Sheldon, A. Cohn, 
Bliss Perry and Gustav Gruener. 



PROCEEDINGS FOR 1895. v 

The Secretary presented the following communication from 
the Secretary of the Central Modern Language Conference : 

Chicago, III., Dec. 21st, 1895. 
Professor James W. Bright, 

Secretary of the Modern Language Association of America. 

Dear Sir, 

The Central Modern Language Conference, temporarily established last 
summer, will convene between Dec. 30th and Jan. 1st, at the University of 
Chicago, to consider plans for a permanent organization. Through cor- 
respondence and personal interviews with members of the Modern Language 
Association of America, the Officers of the Central Modern Language Con- 
ference have ascertained that a cooperation between the two Societies is by 
all considered most desirable. 

To secure an expression of the sentiment of the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation, and thus prepare the ground for a fruitful discussion at our first 
regular meeting, the Secretary of the Central Modern Language Conference 
herewith begs leave to submit to the Members of the Modern Language 
Association of America the following two plans. Both propositions are 
based on the assumption that the two Societies will be united in the matter 
of publications. The first plan is intended to provide for an independent 
organization, cooperating with the Modern Language Association only in 
the publication of papers ; while the second plan provides for a closer union, 
rendering the Central Modern Language Conference a new branch of the 
older Association, with a geographically different field for its activity. 

Plan I. 

1. The Central Modern Language Conference shall publish in the Publi- 
cations of the Modern Language Association of America such papers as may be 
selected by the editorial committee of the Central Modern Language Con- 
ference. 

2. The papers are to be printed in one quarterly issue, three-fourths 
of the expenses to be defrayed by funds from the Central Modern Language 
Conference. 

3. Members of the Central Modern Language Conference shall be entitled 
to this quarterly number only. 

4. Members of the Modern Language Association shall receive this quar- 
terly number, toward the publication of which they pay their pro rata of 
the cost, i. e., one-fourth. 

Plan II. 

1. The Central Modern Language Conference, under this or any other 
name, the Members may decide upon, is to be constituted as the Western 
or Central branch of the Modern Language Association of America. 



VI MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 

2. The Central Modern Language Conference shall elect its own Officers, 
including a Treasurer, subject to its own constitution. 

3. The fees shall be uniformly three dollars ($3.00) for each Member of 
the Central Modern Language Conference. 

4. Such papers as may be selected by the editorial committee of the 
Central Modern Language Conference shall be published in the Publications 
of the Modern Language Association of America. 

5. All publications, including the Proceedings, shall be edited by the 
Secretary of the Modern Language Association, with the cooperation, as at 
present, of an editorial committee, of which the Secretary of the Central 
Modern Language Conference shall be a member ex officio. 

6. All Members of the Central Modern Language Conference shall be 
entitled to one copy of the Publications of the Modern Language Association of 
America. 

7. The Treasurer of the Central Modern Language Conference shall 
semi-annually transmit to the Treasurer of the Modern Language Associa- 
tion such funds as have not been spent for current expenses of the Central 
Modern Language Conference. 

To insure an early action in the settlement of the relations of the two 
Associations, I may be allowed to suggest the appointment of a Committee, 
after a discussion in pleno, with full power to act. The Central Modern 
Language Conference will appoint a similar committee. 

Hoping for an early reply, and trusting that our negotiations may lead 
to an extensive cooperation for the best interests of Modern Language 
work, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 

H. Schmidt-Wartenbbrg, 

Secretary of the C. M. L. V. 

In accordance with a vote of the Association, the President 
appointed the following committee to consider this communi- 
cation. 

George Lyman Kittredge, Chairman. 

James Morgan Hart, 

James W. Bright. 

A letter from Professor A. S. Isaacs, of the University of 
the City of New York, suggesting that the Association con- 
sider the subject of German and French in the Secondary 
Schools and of uniform College Entrance Requirements in 
these languages, was referred to the Pedagogical Section of the 
Association. 



PROCEEDINGS FOR 1895. vii 

Professor J. B. Henneman offered a motion that during the 
present meeting the time allowed for the reading of each paper 
be limited to twenty minutes, and that no one shall occupy 
more than five minutes in the discussion of a paper. 

The motion was adopted. 

The reading of papers was then begun. 

1. "The origin of the rule forbidding hiatus in French 
verse." By Dr. P. B. Marcou, of Harvard University. 

This paper was discussed by Professor E. S. Sheldon. 

2. "Marco Polo and the Squier's lale." By Professor 
John M. Manly, of Brown University. 

3. " Goethe's attitude toward contemporary politics." By 
Dr. Robert N. Corwin, of Yale University. 

4. " Ueber Goethe's sonette." By Professor J. Schipper, 
of the University of Vienna, Austria. [This paper was pre- 
sented by the Secretary.] 

SECOND SESSION. 

The second regular session was convened December 26, at 
2.30 p. m. President James Morgan Hart presided. 

5. "The conventions of the drama." By Professor Brander 
Matthews, of Columbia College. 

Remarks upon this paper were offered by Professors A. H. 
Tolman and A. Cohn. 

6. " The Nibelungenlied and Sage in modern poetry." By 
Professor Gustav Gruener, of Yale University. 

7. "Notes on John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester." By 
Mr. Henry S. Pancoast, of Germantown, Pa. 

John Tiptoft was representative of the antagonistic tendencies in the 
England of his time ; the England of the Wars of the Roses and the rise 



